A note from Mrs Savory
Welcome back to our new term and I wish you all a slightly belated Happy New
Year! I do trust that you have managed to have some time over the last few weeks
to rest, relax and re-connect with family—a little more than we had this time last year!
Yet again we face some further challenges from the presence of Omicron and we will do
everything possible to keep ourselves all safe and minimal disruption to the children’s
education. Thank you to everyone who has supported us by making sure their child has done a
lateral flow test before returning to school. We do recommend regular testing to be our best
defence against major disruption and encourage twice weekly testing, as staff do, on
Wednesdays and Sundays. The latest change is that the requirement of a confirmatory PCR test
following a positive Lateral flow test are to be temporarily suspended from Tuesday 11th
January. This will mean that anyone who has a positive LFD test result will be required to selfisolate immediately. Ending self isolation guidance can be found here. Please do not send
your child into school if they have any of the symptoms of Covid.
We continue to follow the guidance for good ventilation in the classrooms and shared spaces.
This means the windows are open to ensure consistent airflow and we also have CO2 monitors
in our classrooms. With the cold snap we are experiencing please do ensure your child is
wearing full uniform with layers underneath for additional warmth if required as well as a warm,
water-proof coat for outside play.
Nasal Flu vaccinations for children will take place during the afternoon on 25th January 2022.
In the next few weeks, Mrs Andrea Arlidge will be meeting with the School Council pupils from
both the Junior and Infant schools to discuss the proposed merger of the two schools which you
have been consulted about. Mrs Arlidge and the Trust board consider it a very important part
of the consultation process that the pupil voice is heard and listened to. The school councils will
have met before this meeting to discuss the views of the school children and collate and share
these with Mrs Arlidge.
The first week back has been a successful start and the children have settled in well to their class
routines and learning. We welcome Mrs Caroline Skinnard to Year 3B and our school team. She
had come in to school before the Christmas break so she was not a completely new face for the
children in 3B. On our second page you will read of news regarding Mrs Eve, our SENCO.
On the next few pages, please find important reminders and information regarding lunch—this
is essential reading for ALL parents as it will affect families whose children do have packed
lunches every day too.
You will receive later today a letter from Mrs Andrea Arlidge which will give you information
regarding our Ofsted Inspection from November and a link to the report. Have a good weekend!

Quick links
 Term Dates
 Classes Key

Key Dates
10/1/22
Science Dome
11/10/22
Science Dome
14/1/22
Forest School
20/1/22
Forest School
25/1/22
Nasal Flu vaccines

At the end of January we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Eve, our wonderful SENCO,
as she embarks on a new professional challenge. Mrs Eve has been an asset to both
the Chandag Infant and Junior school teams and she will be greatly missed by us
all. She has played a special role in the learning journeys for many children and has
provided support and expertise to staff across both settings. I know you will join me

in saying a big thank you to Mrs Eve for her contribution to school life and in wishing her the very best of luck for the future.

Attendance and Punctuality
Please remember that our classrooms open at 08:40 for children to come in to class and settle. Registration
commences at 08:50 and closes at 09:00. we expect you to support your children arriving at school on time to
enable them to settle well for their learning day ahead. Children who arrive later than 09:00 must report to Reception to be registered and any arrivals after 09:00 are recorded as Late.
If your child is unwell please can you notify the Office team by 08:30 either by telephone or email and please
state the reason for their absence. If we do not receive a message regarding why your child is not in school, the
office team will call (and persist on calling) to ascertain where your child is and why they are not at school. As
part of our Safeguarding, we must know why children are absent fro school during term time.

Uniform
We expect your child to be wearing uniform according to our Uniform Policy which you can be reminded of
here. Please ensure all items are clearly named to help us ensure we can return lost items quickly. A warm coat
which is also waterproof is needed now for the colder season and children do go outside in light rain at break
times for fresh air and movement.

Snacks
We are a healthy school and encourage healthy eating habits. No crisps, biscuits, sweets or chocolate bars are
allowed for break time snacks. We please kindly ask you support us with this and ensure your child has a
healthy snack if you allow them to have a snack at morning break. Fruit—fresh or dried, cereal bars which do
not contain nut products are what we expect our children to have as a snack, please.
Home Learning
Pease do continue to support your child with their home learning expectations and regular reading and recording this in the Reading Record book. Our expectations are reading 5 times a week, regular times table practise,
spelling practise on Spelling Shed and DoodleMaths practise to keep up their number fluency.
We are soon to convert to using DoodleSpelling for our spellings and we will notify you of this change once it is
rolled out to all classes. We feel that the consistent platform will be beneficial for children and yourselves as
parents in supporting home learning.

LUNCH TIME
Thank you for adjusting to the new process and methods. This is part of our work adjusting our office systems with our
admin team which is made up of Mrs Claire Weekes, Mrs Natalie McOmish and Mrs Claire Showering. Since Ms
Sparkes left, we have a new model we are operating the admin team under and part of this is aligning and streamlining
certain systems between the two school settings. This includes the way we manage lunch.
We would like all parents to become familiar with the online forms we are using as this helps us to improve service and
efficiency.
Each 3-week cycle we will be sending out the Lunchtime meal order*, which we will require all parents / carers to complete.
Even if your child has packed lunch you will be required to complete this.
*Billing for meals will be charged from your pre-order entries.
Reason: By completing this form, you allow the teachers to promptly start your child’s learning at 9am after registration giving them back at least 20 minutes each day. You also provide the catering department the ability to plan and
ensure minimal food waste.
When you order, you will receive an order form on completion letting you know what you have requested for that period. If you misplace this, the office can provide you with an electronic copy.
Payment: As the order is done for a three-week period, we hope to eventually to get billing to correspond with this.
At the moment, to adjust to the new process we are billing daily as we want to allow time to embed the new process.
Billing is sent to all those that have requested a cooked lunch. They will be billed for the dates requested according to
the information you have submitted. If you decided to send your child with a packed lunch after the form is submitted,
the payment will still be generated from your order requested. (Please note if your child is asked to attend a trip / activity / event after the form has been submitted suitable adjustments will be made). When the form has closed the data is sent to catering to plan for meals from the numbers provide helping us to be more efficient and save waste.
We understand this will take a while to get use to and we hope that you will see the benefit with the extra learning
time provided to your children and the environmental benefit from pre-order.
Forms – To improve and ensure we have the most accurate information the office has and will be sending out Microsoft forms for you to complete. We appreciate that initially, the set up and completion of these forms will take you
a few minutes to complete, but once done, we can ensure we have completed our updates and the latest information
for your child and their family/ carers.

